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NEWS FROM THE

A new rail line  
is coming to a  
street near you
Construction has begun on Houston’s new METRORail 
lines, including one right here in your community. The 
North Line with eight stations will be approximately 
five and a half miles long, extending from the existing 
METRORail Red Line at the University of Houston – 
Downtown to Northline Mall. Eventually, the line may 
extend all the way to Bush Intercontinental Airport.

METRO has contracted with Houston Rapid Transit 
(HRT), a joint venture, to handle all aspects of 
construction. METRO and HRT place the highest 
priority on keeping you informed about construction 
activity. And we’re doing construction in carefully 
planned phases to minimize disruption and keep 
traffic flowing.

 

Getting the word out
In addition to providing this newsletter on a regular 
basis, we’ll be telling community groups about our 
progress. METRO has also opened a corridor office 
where Christina Moreno-Conner and her team stand 
ready to answer questions and offer assistance.

These are exciting times. Soon, our light rail system 
will offer convenient, high-speed service to many 
places around town and help ease traffic congestion 
and improve our air quality in the process. As a 
resident along one of the major rail line corridors, 
you’re a part of history in the making as you witness 
Houston’s evolution as a great global city.

WINTER 2010

Questions? Concerns?
Call or stop by your corridor office. We’re here for you.

North Corridor Office
2613 Fulton, 713.343.4354 

Christina Moreno-Conner, Stakeholder Affairs Representative 

Christine.Moreno-Conner@ridemetro.org

Follow our construction updates on Twitter 
at twitter.com/MetroRailNorth

Check out our web site at gometrorail.org 
to find up-to-date information, from  
progress reports and community events  
to tips on how to use the rail system. C
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•	� Public and private utility relocation work to continue 
on Fulton between Cavalcade to I-610 

•	� Private utility work to begin early January on N. Main 
under I-10 to Hogan near UH-Downtown

•	� Private utility work on N. Main, Freeman and Keene 
between Hogan and Boundary to end February; 
public utility work to begin December through 
February

•	� Public utility work to begin December on Fulton 
between I-610 and Dorchester

•	� Private utility work at Fulton and Hays near Martinez 
Elementary to end late December; other utility work 
to continue through February along Fulton between 
Boundary and Collingsworth

DECEMBER | JANUARY | FEBRUARY

HERE’S WHAT’S 

COMING: Support local businesses while 
construction goes on.

As rail construction goes on, it’s likely that your favorite 
shops and services may be harder to get to. Please 
remember, these businesses are still open and ready 
to serve. They deserve a lot of credit for hanging in 
there during this transitional time. They’re making a 
real sacrifice for the benefit of the community, so we 
encourage everyone to make a point to support them. 

With a little patience and lot of camaraderie, the rail 
line project can be a powerful community experience. 
Please, while we work to keep Houston going places, 
keep going to the places along the construction route.

SHOP, EAT, VISIT

RALLY AROUND THE 
RAILS, HOUSTON.

H  H  H

Keep business booming as we make way for progress.

DAIRY LAND An American classic  
with a Mexican twist

BUSINESS PROFILE:

At the corner of Cavalcade and Fulton stands a fast-food 
icon so familiar to area residents, it hardly matters that 
there’s no sign out front right now. Dairy Land has been 
right here, serving up good food and good times for half  
a century. 

Current owner ”Moe” Mobasheri bought the place 25 years 
ago, and since then he has enjoyed watching customers 
as they grow up and share the Dairy Land experience with 
their own kids. The menu presents a crowd-pleasing mix 
of All-American fare, including hamburgers, fries and their 
famous soft serve and ice cream treats, along with some 
choice Mexican specialties. 

Rail construction will take place near this popular 
neighborhood restaurant, and Moe admits he’s a little 
concerned about the effect it may have on his business.  
“I want people to know they’re always welcome, and 
I hope they feel that coming here is always worth the 
effort,” he says. 

Why not show Mr. Mobasheri your support? Stop by Dairy 
Land for a meal that takes you back to a simpler, more 
delicious time.

Dairy Land is located at 310 Cavalcade, where you can dine in or 
drive through for a hot taco and a cold chocolate shake. 
 



Profiles in community activism: 

FERNANDO CISNEROZ
If a community is only as strong as its residents, having Fernando 
Cisneroz as a North Corridor resident for nearly 60 years 
represents one powerful advantage. 

For the last 17 years, he’s been the president of the North Central 
Civic Association he helped found. The group has tackled 
overcrowded schools in the area, with Ketelsen and Clemente 
Martinez Elementary Schools as the result. 

Jeff Davis High School students no longer have to trek across the 
street to use another school’s library and cafeteria, and they have 
their own new track and athletic center, thanks to the persistence 
of Fernando and the civic association. 

Fernando spent the last seven years working to get funding 
approved to improve the Moody Park Recreation Center. Today, 
architects are finishing up plans that double its size.

He’s earned two Mayor’s Awards, one from Bob Lanier for 
Outstanding Community Service, and then, Bill White’s Hispanic 
Heritage Award for his involvement in education.

And as construction begins on the new rail line that will run 
through his beloved community, Fernando stands tall next to 
those in favor of the progress it promises, although this wasn’t 
always the case. 

“At first, I was against it,” Fernando admits, “but I’m deeply in 
favor of it now.” 

Personal experience explains his dramatic change of heart.

“I’ve ridden the Main Street line many times now, from UHD to 
the Med Center, because I had to. And I’ve found it to be very 
convenient and quiet. That’s what sold me.”

That’s not to say he’s content to sit back and let things  
ride. Fernando Cisneroz is always on the lookout for  
ways to make things better along the North Corridor.  
He wants to make sure the sidewalks seniors use along  
the rail lines are safe for foot travel. He also wants  
safeguards in place for schoolchildren when the  
rail line begins operations near their campuses. 

To call him an idea man is not enough.  
Fernando Cisneroz is one of those rare individuals  
who follow through on their ideas until the job  
is done.

Fernando Cisneroz stands in front of the gazebo at Houston’s 
Moody Park, a community gathering spot his group is on a  
crusade to improve.




