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NEWS FROM THE

A new rail line  
is coming to a  
street near you
Construction has begun on Houston’s new METRORail 
lines, including one right here in your community. The 
Southeast Line with 11 stations will be approximately six 
miles long, running from downtown Houston to Texas 
Southern University and the University of Houston, 
ending near Palm Center. 

METRO has contracted with Houston Rapid Transit 
(HRT), a joint venture, to handle all aspects of 
construction. METRO and HRT place the highest priority 
on keeping you informed about construction activity. 
And we’re doing construction in carefully planned 
phases to minimize disruption and keep traffic flowing.

 

Getting the word out
In addition to providing this newsletter on a regular 
basis, we’ll be telling community groups about our 
progress. METRO has also opened a corridor office 
where Gwendolyn Fedrick and her team stand ready 
to answer questions and offer assistance.

These are exciting times. Soon, our light rail system 
will offer convenient, high-speed service to many 
places around town and help ease traffic congestion 
and improve our air quality in the process. As a 
resident along one of the major rail line corridors, 
you’re a part of history in the making as you witness 
Houston’s evolution as a great global city.

WINTER 2010

Questions? Concerns? 
Call or stop by your corridor office. We’re here for you.

Southeast Corridor Office
5330 Griggs, Suite A104, 713.343.4350 

Gwen Fedrick, Sr. Stakeholder Affairs Representative 

Gwen.Fedrick@ridemetro.org

Follow our construction updates on Twitter 
at twitter.com/MetroRailSE

Check out our web site at gometrorail.org 
to find up-to-date information, from  
progress reports and community events  
to tips on how to use the rail system. C
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Utility relocation work 

  • on Scott from Polk to Coyle will begin in December 

  • �on Martin Luther King Blvd. from Winnetka to 
Kuhlman Gulley starting in January 

  • on Wheeler from Scott to MLK starting in January

Demolition of acquired properties along the alignment 
will continue through the end of the year. Additional 
properties may be demolished in February.

McCoy AND HARRISON A LEGACY OF SERVICE

BUSINESS PROFILE:

McCoy and Harrison Funeral Home has provided funeral  
and cremation services with care and compassion from 
its Third Ward address since 1925. Its success is due in 
great part to the fact that the same family that founded 
the company has owned and operated the business since 
visionary Homer C. McCoy first opened its doors.

“Today we’re the leading black funeral home in the city,” 
says Funeral Director in Charge Helen McCoy Abernathy,  
“thanks to the values and traditions our grandfather  
insisted on.” Corporate Houston Secretary Brenda McCoy 
Lee adds, “Each generation has built on the integrity  
and the compassion that have been the cornerstones  
of the business.”

Today, McCoy and Harrison Funeral Home provides a 
full range of services beyond the original scope of the 
company, including transportation for family members with 
special needs. One thing that won’t change, though, is the 
company’s commitment to serving the Houston community. 
And that’s exactly how Homer would want it.

 
 

McCoy and Harrison Funeral Home is located at  
4918 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. For more information,  
visit mccoyandharrison.com or call 713.659.7618.
  

Support local businesses while 
construction goes on.

As rail construction goes on, it’s likely that your favorite 
shops and services may be harder to get to. Please 
remember, these businesses are still open and ready 
to serve. They deserve a lot of credit for hanging in 
there during this transitional time. They’re making a 
real sacrifice for the benefit of the community, so we 
encourage everyone to make a point to support them. 

With a little patience and lot of camaraderie, the rail 
line project can be a powerful community experience. 
Please, while we work to keep Houston going places, 
keep going to the places along the construction route.

SHOP, EAT, VISIT

RALLY AROUND THE 
RAILS, HOUSTON.

H  H  H

Keep business booming as we make way for progress.

DECEMBER | JANUARY | FEBRUARY

HERE’S WHAT’S 

COMING:



Profiles in community activism: 

DR. TEDDY McDAVID
When Dr. Teddy McDavid moved to the MacGregor area  
47 years ago, it was a thriving community. She’s seen it 
decline as families rushed to the suburbs in the late ‘70s  
and, over the last decade and a half, she’s made it her  
mission to help bring the spark back to Houston’s historical 
southeast neighborhoods. 

She’s been the president of the OST Community Partnership 
since the organization was chartered back in 1993. This group 
includes 55 area civic clubs, along with area business owners 
and residents, all working together for the common good. 
Dr. McDavid is also on the board of the Greater Southeast 
Management District (GSMD) where she chairs the Business 
and Economic Development Division. Combining the 
strength of these two organizations, which they often  
do, these community advocates tend to get things done.

“I’m not bragging, but that idea works,” says McDavid.  
“When we pull together as one unified force, believe  
you me, we’re able to get the attention of politicians  
at every level.”

Dr. McDavid and her groups have been working  
with METRO since the plan for light rail was only  
the germ of an idea. She sees the new Southeast  
Line as a perfect catalyst for attracting new business  
and new residents to the area, and she says the  
groups she represents are very pleased with  
what she calls the fluid, give-and-take working  
relationship they enjoy with METRO.

In fact, METRO is partnering with GSMD on  
a huge community event scheduled for  
December 12 at Palm Center. There will be a  
variety of activities and entertainment throughout  
the day, including vendors presenting their wares  
and a health fair offering a wide variety of medical  
screenings and immunizations. 

“We’re encouraging area businesses to let their  
employees attend this event, especially the health  
fair. I say healthy employees, healthy business,  
healthy profits.“ 

And when Dr. Teddy McDavid  
speaks, it pays to listen.




